Norwood Fire Protection District
1605 Summit St, P. O. Box 411
Norwood, CO 81423
970-327-4800
norwoodfiredistrict.org

RE: Telluride Fire Protection District Training Facility
To Whom It May Concern, March 30, 2026

The Norwood Fire Protection District (NFPD) is in full support of the Telluride Fire Protection District’s (TFPD) plan
to build a training facility in their fire district to be located at TFPD Station 3, Placerville.

A training facility in this area is a greatly needed asset. Currently the closest training facility is in Montrose, which
requires fire agencies to leave their fire protection district for needed and required training. The NFPD is currently
conducting a structure fire academy and has had to travel to the Montrose facility for live fire training leaving the
district short of apparatus and personnel. If there is a training facility in Placerville, we would be within seven miles
of the NFPD boundary and still able to respond to any emergency arising in our district. This benefits not only the
NFPD but the community we serve.

Currently, State, National, and insurance requirements for grants require minimum training of personnel to bea
structure firefighter type 1. This requires extensive fire and rescue training that is next to impossible to obtain
without a training facility. The facility the TFPD is proposing will not only provide structure fire fighting capabilities
but allow for additional certification training in areas of rescue, hazardous materials, vehicle extrication, and EMS
just to name a few.

The expected benefits of such a facility are massive. Many firefighters are injured due to insufficient training. This
has a “snowball” effect. Time lost and workman’s compensation increases which increases overtime costs, if that
position can even be filled. Safety for the rest of the personnel suffer as well as the community’s safety.

The proposed training facility could also be an income source for the area. Outside fire departments and districts
will be able to send their personnel for training, which will increase restaurant, lodging and sales taxincome.

I urge you to strongly consider the addition of a proper training facility to the TFPD. Please feel free to contact me
with any questions or concerns.

Respectfully,

John J. Bockrath, Chief

Norwood Fire Protection District

Cell: 970-729-0934

Email: norwoodchief@norwoodcofire.com



